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CONFIDENTIAL ISTANBUL 3422 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PGOV, EAIR, BQG 

SUBJECT: THY ATTITUDE TOWARDS INTERFLUG FLIGHTS 
REF: A) ANKARA 6338; B) USBERLIN 2609 

1 . ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT DISCUSSED MATTER WITH TURKISH AIRLINES, 

WE SUSPECT THAT THY’S APPARENT LACK OF CONCERN RE INTERFLUG 
TRAFFIC (REFTELS) AT LEAST PARTLY STEMS FROM THE AIRLINE'S 
EQUIPMENT SHORTAGE. THY AVERAGE CAPACITY UTILIZATION APPROACHES 
90 PERCENT, AND MAY BE EVEN HIGHER ON BERLIN ROUTE. THE AIRLINE 
BADLY NEEDS ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT, BUT SO FAR APPARENTLY HAS 
BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN LEASING REPLACEMENTS FOR AIRCRAFT TO BE 
RETURNED TO LESSORS THIS YEAR. 

2. IN VIEW OF ABOVE, THY PROBABLY DOES NOT VIEW INTERFLUG 
PROBLEM AS SERIOUS CONSIDERATION IN SHORT RUN, AND AS SUGGESTED 
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BY ANKARA (REF A) ITS STANCE IS NOT LIKELY TO BE FIRM IN 
DEALING WITH THIS ISSUE. 
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